The Welsh Government is inviting expressions of interest from Wales based SMEs interested in joining the next cohort of its New Exporter Programme for 2026–2027.

What is the New Exporter Programme?
The Programme is designed to help grow the number of micro, small, and medium-sized businesses in Wales that export on a regular and sustainable basis and thereby embedding exporting as a key component of their overall business growth strategy.

Over a 9/10-month period in each financial year, the New Exporter Programme provides specialist support to a cohort of companies that don’t currently export regularly but have a product or service with clear export potential and who are committed to taking their exports to the next level.

Why apply?
Successful applicants will receive specialist support throughout the year, including:
· Cohort-wide training to build export knowledge, understanding, and capability.
· Bespoke export readiness diagnostic to identify gaps and needs.
· Access to experienced mentors to help develop your export strategy.
· ‘Pitching for Export Sales’ workshop to enhance presentation and sales skills.
· Export skills training, with the option to gain accredited qualifications.
1. A 3-day Market Visit of the cohort to the Netherlands with individual pre-arranged business meetings with prospective partners or customers. 
Note: there is no charge to join the NEP programme.  However, a contribution of £750 for one person towards the cost of travel/accommodation for the market visit is required.

Programme Timeline
April – June
• Recruitment phase

June – August
• Onboarding
• One-to-one sessions, mentoring, and tailored support

September
• Programme Official Launch (Meet the Cohort)
• Continued one-to-one sessions, mentoring, and tailored support

October
• Supplier outreach for Market Visit with pre-arranged business meetings

November
• Market Visit to the Netherlands

January – March
• Continued one-to-one sessions, mentoring, and tailored support
• Market Visit evaluation and follow-up

Who can apply? Eligibility Criteria
The Programme is open to Wales-based micro, small, and medium-sized businesses that meet the following criteria:

· Location & Origin: Based in Wales and selling products or services that originate substantially from Wales or add significant value to a product/service of non-Wales origin.
· Employing 5 or more staff, with limited or no export sales, or those that have not exported in the last 5 years.
· Export Potential: Have a product or service with clear potential for international markets.
· Ownership: Own the intellectual property (IP) or brand they are selling or have the rights to do so.
· Commitment: Can commit to embedding exports as a core business strategy and fully engage in the Programme, including participation in the market visit.
· Financial Stability: Have the necessary financial stability and resources to support export activities.

Places are limited and allocated competitively.

Register your interest now
For more information about the New Exporter Programme and previous cohorts, click here: New Exporter Programme | Business Wales - Export

Deadline for expressions of interest: 
17 April 2026

