
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
EID Focus 
Farmers looking to improve the performance of their flock are 
being urged to harness the technology available through 
Electronic Identification (EID). 

 

Many farmers have now invested in EID technology in order to comply with legislative 
requirements, but are unsure how to use it in other ways that can benefit their business. 

Farming Connect is running a series of EID roadshows in February, to help farmers 
learn more about how to harness the potential of their EID equipment. Farmers will be able 
to bring their EID equipment to the events and discuss how to get the most out of it, or 
those yet to invest in the technology will have a chance to find out more. 

Sion Ifans, who will be assisting at the drop-in sessions, says using EID technology to 
record flock information beyond the legal requirements can be extremely useful to farmers. 

“One of the basic functions of the technology is the ability to monitor performance,” he 
says. “Recording daily liveweight gains (DLWG) of lambs is particularly useful, especially 
as you can start to see the benefit of the information after two weighings. 

“Farmers can monitor how the lambs are performing and make a lot of decisions based on 
accurate information that was relatively easy to collect. If some have high DLWG, they can 
decide whether to push them on to reach the right specification, or if an animal has low 
DLWG, they can take them out and try to find the reason it’s not performing. Sometimes 
just seeing the gains as they go along sparks an interest to do more with the technology.” 

EID can also be used to link lamb performance back to the ewe, enabling farmers to 
identify animals that are more suited to their breeding system, or the commercial side of 
their business. 

 

 

https://wales.business-events.org.uk/en/events/eid-roadshow/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Sion Ifans says it is important to focus on one or two specific areas when starting out to 
record information with EID. 

He adds: “Sometimes farmers record so much information that they are overwhelmed and 
are unsure what to do with it all, so it’s better to concentrate on one or two things. They will 
get more out of the equipment then. 

“Sometimes it helps if someone from outside the sheep enterprise can sit down and look at 
the physical figures with them and identify how to potentially improve flock performance 
from data gathered via EID equipment and software.” 

Farmers are welcome to bring along any data they have collected with EID to the 
roadshows to identify the data that could be most useful to their business. 

 


