
Growing for growth 
The Horticulture E-bulletin from Farming Connect – Spring 2025 edition. 
 

Welcome to our dedicated e-bulletin for Growers and Horticulture Businesses.  

 

What’s happening in horticulture? 
 

Calling all growers of fruit and vegetables in Wales (registered with us or not!)  

- let’s show how important our industry is! 

We would be grateful if you could complete this Survey to provide us with information on the size, 

nature and importance of the industry, and the sectors achievement of sustainable production of 

food and other goods. Your voice and anonymous data will help us to understand the growing scale 

of production in Wales, plan for your future support, and inform policy. 

Please get in touch if you have any questions: horticulture@lantra.co.uk   

and please let all your relevant contacts know!  
 

Special report: Lantra Awards 2024 

Now in its 30th year, the Annual Lantra Awards for 2024 took place on Thursday, 16th January 

2025 at the fabulous Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod Wells. Lantra Wales provide vital expert 

training and qualifications for the environmental and land-based industries, and are the Farming 

Connect team for Horticulture. To celebrate the sector, Lantra Wales, with the support of Farming 

Connect, host the exclusive annual awards ceremony. The awards are free to enter, and Judges for 

the Horticulture awards included sector experts Peter Segger, David Skydmore and Debbie 

Handley. 

Special guest Huw Irranca-Davies MS - Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Climate 

Change and Rural Affairs- presented first two awards: the Lantra Lifetime Achievement Award and 

the Brynle Williams Memorial Award.  

We were also honoured to host Alun Elidyr from S4C as our spirited compère for the evening. 

 

Our horticulture winners included:  

• Farming Connect Horticulture Award. Winner: Robb Merchant MBE- White Castle 

Vineyard, Abergavenny, (member of our Vineyard network!) Runner up: Geraint and Emma 

Evans - Bonvilston Edge, Vale of Glamorgan  

• Young Learner of the Year Award – 20 and under. Winner: Ellen Firth - Firth Flock 

Flowers, Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd, Ruthin. (and member of our Welsh flower network!) You can 

find more detail for all the winners here  

And some reports on the evening here: Powys County Times , NFU Cymru , Farming Connect  

 

Start to Farm update 

Do you want to venture into running your own farm or forestry business someday? Why not 

consider a joint venture? Farming Connect Start to Farm can match farmers and landowners who 

are looking to step back from the industry with new entrants looking for a way into farming. 

At the time of publication, the following opportunities are still available:  

Opportunity #120 | Farming Connect   

Or, are you a landowner looking for a business partner? Click the start to farm link to find out 

more. 

 

Grower highlight 

Looking for someone to propagate stock?  

Mostyn Kitchen Garden completed a successful Grower collaboration by propagating almost 3000 

pumpkin seeds for Swans Farm Shop for their pumpkin pick your own enterprise last year. If you 

don't have the time, space or expertise to grow and nurture your own plants from seed, why not 

collaborate with another grower for the best outcome? 

Mostyn Kitchen Garden is a member of the Horticulture tourism and asparagus networks, let us 

know if you would also like to join and meet other growers! Email horticulture@lantra.co.uk.  We 

have established at least 19 Horticultural Networks and 11 Horticulture supply chain 

clusters, join one today! 

And note, Philip Handley of MKG is a Farming Connect mentor- see here  

See the MKG website here and facebook page here. 
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Update your knowledge 
 

Do you want to get ahead of the challenges that we are facing due to climate change?  

And, also help prepare yourself for the proposed Sustainable Farming Scheme?  

Iain Cox, of Eco Studio has years of experience in helping organisations to put sustainability into 

practice. A new cluster has been created, because of the new climate resilience plan, to give growers 

more support with adapting to climate change. The first workshop was held in early March. If you would 

like to express interest in joining the cluster, please email horticulture@lantra.co.uk  

 

Alternative Orchards 

Farming Connect Horticulture gathered a panel of renowned orchard experts to discuss alternative 

orchards, including Joey Hughes of Merched Y Berllan, Tom Adams of Tom the Apple man, and Tom 

Tame of Warwickshire walnuts. Each expert delivered a fantastic 10 min short presentation on a chosen 

alternative crop, followed by a question-and-answer session. The attendees asked some exellent 

questions and we got some equally exciting answers from the panel. The panel covered everything from 

crop profitability, key varieties, benefits to wildlife, soil structure and overall pasture health, and creating 

second crop from existing grassland/hedgerows, older trees providing shade and opportunities for 

livestock,  the many uses for willow, and irrigation tips to establish trees successfully.  

Do you have a orchard crop or other subject entirely that you would like to learn more about using a 

similar expert panel format? Let us know by sending us an e-mail to horticulture@lantra.co.uk. 

 

An exciting new training programme for established vegetable growers!  
Adam Payne of Awen organics has created a bespoke training program to enable Welsh commercial 

vegetable growers who are already growing, to scale up production, source new markets, and 

understand best practices and business efficiencies to build resilience in regenerative horticulture. 

Topics include: 

• Techniques and equipment for field scale vegetable production 

• High value market garden and polytunnel production propagation and season extension 

• Pest, disease and weed management in organic systems 

• Setting up; from soil and pest and weed challenges, to irrigation systems and fertility strategy 

• Diving into the spreadsheets cash flow and crop planning, crop budgets, and management 

approaches. 

Let us know if you would like to take part! E-mail horticulture@lantra.co.uk 

 

Also, speak to our key expert specialists available for individual Horticulture Business support sessions either online or in 

person at your premises. To benefit from our confidential and free horticultural business support service please contact 

horticulture@lantra.co.uk .  

 

Grants and Schemes  
 

We would like to highlight a new Rural Grant and Scheme called ‘Small Grants – Efficiency’. The application window opens on 

Monday 3 March 2025, and then closes -11 April 2025. With this short window at the beginning of the busy spring growing season, 

it is best to start planning your time now, and get some time booked in with us to go through your applications! See our Advice 

Sheet to find the links and keep an eye on the other Rural Grants and Schemes on the Welsh Government’s webpage for 

application deadlines - there is a link in the advice sheet!  

Remember you can also book in a fully funded 1-2-1 business support session to advise you with your application. E-mail 

Horticulture@lantra.co.uk. Also, a free business plan template is available here if you need it for the application. 

 

What’s on? 
 

Since April 2023… 

• We have delivered about 85 training sessions inc. webinars and events, and we have provided 

over 739 course places, and 8 e-learning modules. 

• We have delivered around 358 ‘1to1’ horticultural business support (HBS) sessions. 

• We have delivered 8 Stakeholder meetings for Wales Plant Health Evidence and Advisory 

Group, and 8 for the Wales Horticulture Alliance. - Within these meetings we like to have 

industry representation, if you would like the opportunity to inform policy, please get in touch! 

horticulture@lantra.co.uk  
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Keep an eye on our events list here, for our exciting new programme of activities. 

• 17-Mar-25  Harvest and Storage workshop - with Tony Little and guest speakers   

    Adam York & Lyndall Merry 

• 20-Mar-25  Do I need planning permission for my polytunnel, shed, tracks ….? -   

    with expert Lucie Taylor  

• 20-Mar-25  Integrated Pest & Disease Management for Ornamental growers (IPM)  

   pre-season heads up – with David Talbot 

• 26-Mar-25  Regenerative Viticulture -With experts Vinescapes 

• 27-Mar-25 – 8-Apr-25 Regenerative Horticulture - Vegetable production training programme  

    4-day training - With expert Adam Payne 

• 2-Apr-25  Control of pests in Strawberries and Raspberries without Pesticides -  

    with Chris Creed & Ben Barnes (ADAS) 

• 15-Apr-25 TBC  Can you make your horticulture enterprise drought resistant? -   

    With expert Paul Jenning  

• 06-May-25  Soil Health Network Workshop -With expert Tony Little    

    for members of the Soil Health Network 

 

 

Disclaimer  
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information and recommendations given in these notes. All applications of crop protection 

chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommendations, which should be consulted before spraying. The use of the pesticide or 

beneficials is at the risk of the user and Farming Connect does not accept liability for any loss or damage caused by such use. The references to 

on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pesticides are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn at any point. It is the grower's 

responsibility to check approvals before use of pesticides or beneficials. If in doubt a grower should seek advice from a qualified specialist. Please 

contact us to arrange an appointment – e-mail/telephone advice is also available. We do not warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume 

responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of any information offered by third-party websites linked through the document or any website or 

feature linked in any banner or other advertising. 

 

 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/whats-on

