Growing for growth
The Horticulture E-bulletin from Farming Connect - Spring 2025 edition.

Welcome to our dedicated E-bulletin for Growers and Horticulture Businesses.

o in horticulture?
Special report: Royal Welsh Spring Festival 2025: Promoting Welsh Horticulture at the Growers’ Market

The Welsh show season kicked off in sunny fashion last month with the Royal
Welsh Spring Festival. The Royal Welsh Showground in Llanelwedd, Builth
Wells welcomed thousands of visitors for a celebration of rural life with
smallholding pursuits at its heart. The weekend-long event was a showcase of
the diversity of the Welsh countryside and a fantastic day out for young families,
garden enthusiasts and anyone with an interest in the great outdoors.

Farming Connect took over the Members’ Centre to showcase our growers
and Welsh Horticulture with the Growers’ Market. Nine businesses joined us at

the entrance to the festival, where people were able to browse a diverse range
gy <M : of stands:

e Ash & Elm Horticulture (Welsh Flower Barrow) —a 5-acre
agroecological diverse market garden. Situated in the beautiful
Cambrian mountains in the Hafren valley, just a few miles from the
small market town of Llanidloes.

e  Bloomorium — Independent, high street flower shop based in Builth
Wells, with locally grown flowers available from April to September-.

e  Living Simply Lavender - Living Simply Lavender, is a small flourishing
business based outside Llanelli. During the summer months their
flowering lavender is hand harvested then distilled.

e NPTC - one of the largest further education providers in Wales with
campuses stretching from south to north Wales. The horticulture
department has facilities in three campuses, Neath, Brecon and Newtown.

e  P&] Plants - a family run business specializing in carnivorous plants.

e Microacres - sustainably grown microgreens, edible flowers, and
specialty gourmet mushrooms. Hand-harvested from a urban vertical
farm, using sustainable growing methods.

e  Farmers Welsh Lavender Ltd - FARMERS' Welsh Lavender are makers
of body care creams and balms five miles from the showground.

e The Fungi Folk - The Fungi Folks is an organic certified mushroom farm
in the rolling hills of South Wales, growing a range of gourmet and
medicinal mushrooms and producing tinctures and extracts.

e Root-Up - Root Up develop innovative solutions to the everyday
challenges faced by hydroponic growers and plant enthusiasts. Their
engineering-driven approach combines practical functionality with
sustainable design to create products that enhance growing efficiency while improving plant health and yields.

Access for Export: Extension of Easement for UK Plant Passports

DEFRA have announced a |19-month extension to the current easement on plant passports, allowing EU suppliers to
continue to attach UK plant passports to retail-ready plants before shipping. This extension for 19 months beyond the
original 30 June 2025 deadline, to 31 January 2027, provides much-needed certainty for the horticultural industry.

The HTA has been a vocal advocate for maintaining the existing system while developing a modern electronic plant
passporting solution. Their work to support traders is highlighted in this article.
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https://hta.org.uk/news/easing-trade-for-horticulture-the-hta-secures-plant-passport-extension

Welsh Veg into Schools Project Update

Food Sense Wales have recently produced a series of reports on the achievements of the Welsh Veg into Schools
Project. Working with partners that include Castell Howell and Farming Connect Horticulture, the Welsh Veg in Schools
project is helping to get more locally produced organic vegetables into school lunches across Wales. In 2024, Welsh Veg
into Schools served 200,000 portions of fresh, organic veg in more than 200 schools across Wales. To read their
reports, please click the link here.

Growing your Horticulture Business: New Podcast Episode Highlights Company Growth

A new podcast episode from Farming Connect has highlighted the growth of a Welsh nursery into a major exporter of
plants to the UK and Europe. Episode | |5 focussed on the journey of Seiont Nurseries in Caernarfon, from their

establishment in 1978 to their impressive annual production of over a million plugs ‘ - NT
and liners. Seiont have received business support from consultant Neville Stein, SEAONT i wp
who has advised them on how to make their business more efficient. Neville, an - e

expert horticultural business consultant with over 40 years’ experience, says ‘It's
been a delight to provide support for Neil Alcock through the Farming Connect
programme. Already Neil has seen enquiries from Ireland increase and has also
obtained an order from a new customer. It's encouraging to see the results of our
combined efforts and | am confident that Neil will grow a substantial market in
Ireland thanks to the support from Farming Connect’.

Would you like assistance with the business performance of your horticulture enterprise? Our Horticulture Business Support provides
up to 12 hours of fully funded support sessions. All horticulture businesses registered with Farming Connect can access this service,
and for our third project year, all hours have been reset, allowing any business that has received advice in the first 2 years to access
the full hours once again. Contact the team at horticulture@lantra.co.uk for support.

Update your knowledge

Launch of New Network for Welsh Horticulture

A new peer-to-peer network for Welsh growers is launching through the Farming Connect Horticulture team:

The Herb Production in Wales Network: Gain access to expert advice, practical training, and marketing initiatives
tailored to Welsh conditions. Whether you're an established grower or exploring new opportunities, this network helps
you build resilience, improve profitability, and connect with others driving the future of herb production in Wales.

If you would like to express interest in joining this network, please email horticulture@]lantra.co.uk.
New elLearning Module Available!

A new elLearning module has become available for growers, with a focus on
orchards:

Orchard Establishment and Management — The term orchard refers to a
plantation of trees designed to produce crops of fruits and nuts. Commonly grown
fruits are apples, plums and pears; unusual fruits include medlars, mulberries, and
quince. Sales and marketing are prime considerations as supermarkets and green
grocers are well supplied by large-scale orchards and imports at very low prices.
Local markets and online sales can be good options. Orchards also have potential
for farm tourism, community schemes, education and other non-production-based
projects.

This module forms part of our online eLearning suite, short online modules on a variety of topics which will acquire more knowledge
and improve working practices. Access to these modules is through the online training portal, BOSS. If you need any help to find this,
or have any other questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information and recommendations given in these notes. All applications of crop
protection chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommendations, which should be consulted before spraying. The use
of the pesticide or beneficials is at the risk of the user and Farming Connect does not accept liability for any loss or damage caused by
such use. The references to on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pesticides are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn
at any point. It is the grower's responsibility to check approvals before use of pesticides or beneficials. If in doubt a grower should seek
advice from a qualified specialist. Please contact us to arrange an appointment — e-mail/telephone advice is also available. We do not
warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of any information offered by third-party websites
linked through the document or any website or feature linked in any banner or other advertising.
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