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Powdery Mildew 
 
The main disease of concern in pumpkin during the early season is powdery mildew, and this can start to be a 
problem from June onwards, star:ng with flowering. A powdery white fungal infec:on of the leaves can 
spread across the leaf surface un:l it leads to leaf drop. This reduces the amount of sugar available to the 
growing fruit, leading to a smaller fruit size.  
 
When you crop walk look for signs of powdery mildew throughout the canopy – warm shaded condi:ons, 
typically around the older leaves in the lower canopy are more prone to developing the disease.  
 
A range of products are available for powdery mildew control (see below), and a food-grade bicarbonate 
treatment is available for organic growers. Bicarbonate will only treat the disease that is present when it’s 
applied as it lacks a las:ng protec:ve ac:on.  
 
Powdery mildew is less of a concern later in the season once the fruit start to mature as leaf shed will allow 
light to reach the maturing fruit.  
 

 
 
 
  



 

Secondary Rots  
  
In addi:on to powdery mildew secondary rots can be of 
concern. Leaf damage can risk the development of Botry:s on 
the leaf material, but a spray of a suitable fungicide (e.g. 
Signum) can be used to control development if there is a 
significant risk in the crop.  
Fruit rots, either from wounds or from the blossom scar, can 
be a problem later in the season. Careful management of 
calcium nutri:on can be useful in strengthening the fruit to 
resist rot development.  
If fruit is to be liNed they should not be washed, but stored in 
a warm (or ambient) store to cure without chilling. Fruit can 
be stored this way for many months without spoilage allowing 
for spring marke:ng.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Disclaimer  
 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of informa:on and recommenda:ons given in these notes. All 
applica:ons of crop protec:on chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommenda:ons, which 
should be consulted before spraying. Some of the pes:cides men:oned in these notes may not be supported 
by label recommenda:ons for their use on pumpkin crops but are permissible via Extension of Authorisa:on 
for Minor Use (EAMU) in the UK under ‘The Revised Long Term Arrangements For Extension Of Use (2002)’. In 
these cases, the use of the pes:cide is at the risk of the user and Farming Connect does not accept liability for 
any loss or damage caused by such use. The references to on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pes:cides 
are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn at any point. It is the grower's responsibility to check 
approvals before use of pes:cides. If in doubt a grower should seek advice from a qualified advisor - this is 
available for eligible growers through the Farming Connect program, please contact us to arrange an 
appointment – email/telephone advice is also available. We do not warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume 
responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of any informa:on offered by third-party websites linked through 
the document or any website or feature linked in any banner or other adver:sing. 
 
 


