Growing for growth

The Horticulture E-bulletin from Farming Connect - Autumn 2025 edition.

Welcome to our dedicated E-bulletin for Growers and Horticulture Businesses.

The largest event for horticulture in Wales took place this July at the
Royal Welsh Show in Llanelwedd, Builth Wells. This year’s Royal
Welsh Show Horticulture Village was the second year of the event,
with Farming Connect Horticulture working alongside the RWAS
Horticulture Committee. Thanks go to all the organisations that
worked to bring the village to life.

The village received visits from dignitaries including a very special visit
from HRH Anne, The Princess Royal during her tour of the show.
Radio 4’s Farming Today was broadcast from the Village’s Dysgubor —
Education Pavillion, where a programme of talks from expert
speakers and panels took place. The Future Generations Menu was
launched by Bwyd Sir Gar and the winner of the Junior Agri Academy was announced on stage.

The ‘Garddwelyau Sioe Micro - Micro Gardens’ allowed Welsh
horticulturalists and organisations to display their skills.

The new Horticulture Huts promoted careers, learning opportunities
and businesses in horticulture, including the following organisations:
e Lantra Offering support in careers in Horticulture and beyond
e Landworkers Alliance A democratic member-led union
e Menter Mon an agri-tech programme, hosting Growers; Fungi
Foods and Micro Acres Wales.
e Bio Bloom Biochar Small-batch Farm Made soil improver
e  Soil Association the charity working to transform the way we
eat, farm and care for our natural world.
e Farming Connect Horticulture provides farmers with support,
guidance and training
e Food Sense Wales Co-creating a food system for Wales that’s
good for people and the planet.

Y Farchnad - Growers Market, organised by Farming Connect Horticulture to showcase commercial growers:
e Pheasant Acre Plants Multi RHS Gold Medal Award Winners
Farmyard Nurseries & The House Plant Place Over 2000 hardy plants and another RHS Gold Medal Winner.
NPTC Neath Port Talbot Group of Colleges One of the largest in Wales.
West Wales Willows with a National Plant Collection of Salix/Willow.
Henbant Agriwilding farm and learning space.
The Garden Cambrica Garden design and creation in Wales.

The Horticulture Village is expanding further as it develops. If you would like to be involved in next year’s show, please
contact the team at horticulture@lantra.co.uk.

Grants and Schemes

Don’t miss the deadline for horticultural grants and schemes from Welsh Government!
e The Agriculture Diversification and Horticulture Scheme is now open, with a deadline for applications
of 5 December 2025.
e The Small Grants - Horticulture Start up grant window will open on 3 November 2025, with a deadline
of 16 January 2026.
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https://www.bwydsirgarfood.org/projects/future-generations-menu/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/business/agri-academy
http://www.lantra.co.uk/
http://www.landworkersalliance.org.uk/
http://www.techtyfu.com/
https://www.bio-bloom.co.uk/
https://www.soilassociation.org/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/land/horticulture-growing-growth/horticulture-project-team
https://www.foodsensewales.org.uk/
http://www.pheasantacreplants.co.uk/
http://www.farmyardnurseries.co.uk/our-house-plant-shop
http://www.nptcgroup.ac.uk/
http://www.westwaleswillows.co.uk/
https://www.henbant.org/
https://thegardencambrica.co.uk/
mailto:horticulture@lantra.co.uk

See our guidance on applying for horticulture grants here as a starting point to find all the links to apply. Remember you
can also book in a fully funded I-2-1 Business support session to help you, email Horticulture@Iantra.co.uk. A free business
plan template is available here.

Update your knowledge

Plan for SFS with Farming Connect

Details of the new Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS) from Welsh Government were launched at this year’s Royal Welsh
show. This scheme is the replacement for current Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and will support farmers and growers into
the future.

There are 12 Universal Actions as part of the scheme, one of which is a requirement for 6 hours of annual Continual
Professional Development (CPD). A suite of accredited e-Learning modules have been provided by Farming Connect that
will count towards this Universal Action 4 (UA4) for those enrolling this year.

Talk to Farming Connect for support to complete training courses this year to count towards this Universal Action 4 for 2026.

Farming Connect Horticulture also has a range of eLearning modules available for growers to help with their CPD:

e  Principles of plant pests and diseases

e Food safety for growers of fresh produce

o Keeping your plants healthy in a commercial setting

e Horticulture — Due diligence for small growers

e Horticulture — On site composting for your horticultural enterprise

e Anintroduction to the principles of IPM in horticulture

e A guide to the main types of propagation of hardy nursery stock

e Horticulture — How to recognise some of the most Common Pests, Diseases and Weeds in Horticulture Crops
Find our horticulture eLearning modules on BOSS, where you can also find your completed courses and learning records in your
Storfa Sgiliau — the secure online data storage tool for CPD that is provided free for Farming Connect registered businesses. Ask the
team for more information on this tool and how to create a Personal Development Plan for you and your enterprise!

Plant Passport Advice now available for growers

Plant passports are a legal requirement for businesses
that are selling plants to trade or operating online. They £ :
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To help growers navigate the complexities of passport
compliance, Farming Connect Horticulture have created a resource on plant passporting. Find that along with lots of
other horticulture factsheets and articles on our Resources page. The team are also holding a webinar on the subject —
see the What’s On? section below.

Farming Connect Horticulture brings a programme of events for growers to update their knowledge. Keep an eye on our
events list here this Autumn, as we prepare for an exciting new programme of activities:

e 7/10/25 Herb Propagation Workshop — with Charles Warner and Andy Cook
e 15/10/25 Introduction to Plant Passporting Webinar

e 4/11/25 TBC Restorative Pruning Workshop

e 6-7/11/25 Regenerative Horticulture Vegetable Training Days — at Awen Organics
o 1I/11/25 Crop Rotations Webinar — with Tony Little

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information and recommendations given in these notes. All applications of crop
protection chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommendations, which should be consulted before spraying. The use
of the pesticide or beneficials is at the risk of the user and Farming Connect does not accept liability for any loss or damage caused by
such use. The references to on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pesticides are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn
at any point. It is the grower's responsibility to check approvals before use of pesticides or beneficials. If in doubt a grower should seek
advice from a qualified specialist. Please contact us to arrange an appointment — e-mail/telephone advice is also available. We do not
warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of any information offered by third-party websites
linked through the document or any website or feature linked in any banner or other advertising.


https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/news-and-events/factsheets/guidance-applying-horticulture-grants-and-schemes
mailto:Horticulture@lantra.co.uk
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/business/business-planning/business-support/business-plan-template
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/accredited-e-learning-suites
https://wgsoclive.b2clogin.com/wgsoclive.onmicrosoft.com/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?p=B2C_1_SOC_Unified_EN_MFA&response_type=code&client_id=df5af873-f21a-48bb-a741-ad46142974a9&scope=openid%20profile%20email&nonce=N68b08e07dc8fa&response_mode=form_post&state=AMhGZnsWjHWbTZH&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fboss.businesswales.gov.wales%2Fauth%2Foidc%2F
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/news-and-events?keywords=&sectors%5B12%5D=12&news_and_events_type%5B78%5D=78&news_and_events_type%5B81%5D=81
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/whats-on

