Growing for growth

The Horticulture e-bulletin from Farming Connect — Winter 2025 edition.

Welcome to our dedicated e-bulletin for Growers and Horticulture Businesses.

o in horticulture?

Wales Real Food and Farming Conference 2025

Bridgend College’s Pencoed Campus played host to the Wales Real Food and Farming Conference on 18-20
November. Growers and farmers from across Wales and beyond
came together to explore sustainable food and farming. Its aim is to
take positive steps for the future of food in Wales, mapping out a
sustainable 21t century food system and how it may be built. Huw
Irranca-Davies, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Climate Change and Rural Affairs opened the conference with a
speech highlighting the importance of Wales’s Community Food
Strategy. The second day of the conference was opened by the
Future Generations Commissioner, Derek Walker, focussing
on the role of local authorities in Wales in shaping local food systems.
The Farming Connect Team had a stand on both days of the
conference, providing an industry voice for growers to stakeholders
across Welsh Government and the wider horticulture sector-.
Horticulture Manager Sarah Gould took part in a panel discussion on the new Sustainable Farming Scheme,
and Development Officer Sarah Dummett led a session during the conference on the benefits of composting
for soil health. Hannah Norman, the Horticulture Sector Officer led a
session focussing on Farming Connect’s Our Farms Network and the
Agrisgop programme, which helps to build communities within the
food & farming sector. Farming Connect also ran 3 farm visits on the
third day of the conference, with groups of growers visiting local
farms at Slade Farm, Coed Organics and the Penllyn Estate. These

i visits highlighted different growing operations and different scales,
giving attendees at the conference to investigate how ideas were
being put into practice across the Vale of Glamorgan.

CYNHADLEDD

Scaling Up Vegetable Production - 4-day Training Course Report

A group of growers have recently completed a 4-day intensive training course through Farming Connect
Horticulture to assist them with scaling up their vegetable producing operations. This groundbreaking course
for expanding enterprises has been developed after recognising the need for training for small growers to
become larger.

Adam Payne of Awen Organics hosted the growers, and shared his expertise along with guest tutors Rita
Oldenbourg and Adam Beer of Pitney farm Market Garden and Ashley Wheeler of Trill Farm Market Garden.
The group was guided through the principles of expanding production and sourcing new markets, including
equipment for field scale vegetable production, approaches to high value market garden and polytunnel
production, pest, disease and weed management, and cash flow, crop planning and making crop budgets.

This is the second running of this course, with the first taking place in April of this year. Demand for the
course was such that funding was secured for a second cohort, and the team is hopeful that this demand will
continue into the new year. Watch this space!

If you would like advice and support to expand your business, contact the Farming Connect Horticulture Team for a
fully funded |-to-1 Horticulture Business Support Session at horticulture@lantra.co.uk.
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Update your knowledge

Plan for SFS with Farming Connect
Farming Connect Horticulture also has a range of Horticulture e-Learning modules specifically available
for growers to help with their CPD:
e An introduction to the principles of IPM in horticulture
Food Safety for Growers of Fresh Produce
Health and Safety in Horticulture
Horticulture: Due Diligence for Small Growers
Horticulture: How to recognise some of the most common pests, diseases and weeds in horticultural crops
Horticulture: On Site Composting for your horticultural enterprise
Principles of Plant Pests and Diseases

These modules, if completed from now, will count towards the 2026 scheme year for their CPD.
All completions are recorded within an individual’s Storfa Sgiliau account and shared automatically with RPW
to evidence compliance with UA4.

Find our horticulture eLearning modules on BOSS, where you can also find your completed courses and learning records
in your Storfa Sgiliau account — the secure online data storage tool for CPD that is provided free for Farming Connect
registered businesses. Ask the team for more information on this tool and how to create a Personal Development Plan
for you and your enterprise!

The Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS) from Welsh Government begins in January 2026, and Farming Connect
is here to provide support to farmers and growers.

There are 12 Universal Actions as part of the scheme, one of which is a requirement for 6 hours of annual
Continual Professional Development (CPD). A suite of accredited e-Learning modules have been provided by
Farming Connect that will count towards Universal Action 4 (UA4) for those enrolling this year.

Talk to Farming Connect for support to complete training courses this year to count towards this Universal Action 4 for
2026.

Grants and Schemes

Don’t miss the deadline for horticultural grants and schemes from Welsh Government:
e The Small Grants — Horticulture Start Up Grant window is currently open for applications. This
grant closes on 16 January 2026.
See our guidance on applying for horticulture grants here as a starting point to find all the links to apply.
Remember you can also book in a fully funded I-2-1 Business support session to help you, email
Horticulture@lantra.co.uk. A free business plan template is available here.

What’s on?

The Farming Connect Team are planning events for the new year! Check out the What’s On? page for the
latest roundup of events, free for Farming Connect registered businesses.

Have a topic that you would like covered in more detail? The Farming Connect Horticulture team are always looking for
new subjects for webinars and training events to meet growers’ needs, so if you have a suggestion, email
horticulture@lantra.co.uk.

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information and recommendations given in these notes. All applications of crop
protection chemicals should be made in accordance with label recommendations, which should be consulted before spraying. The use
of the pesticide or beneficials is at the risk of the user and Farming Connect does not accept liability for any loss or damage caused by
such use. The references to on-label approvals and EAMUs for use of pesticides are subject to change and approval may be withdrawn
at any point. It is the grower's responsibility to check approvals before use of pesticides or beneficials. If in doubt a grower should seek
advice from a qualified specialist. Please contact us to arrange an appointment — e-mail/telephone advice is also available. We do not
warrant, endorse, guarantee, or assume responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of any information offered by third-party websites
linked through the document or any website or feature linked in any banner or other advertising.
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