
VIRTUAL TRADE 
DEVELOPMENT 
VISIT - Switzerland

February & March 
2021

Key sectors

Food and Drink

Taking Wales to the World

The Offer:

We are inviting applications from Food and Drink Wales Export Club members to participate in a Food and 
Drink Wales supported virtual Trade Development Visit targeting Switzerland. 

Conducting this Trade Development Visit virtually gives you the opportunity to make connections with 
prospective buyers, distributors and importers in a fraction of the time a physical Trade Development Visit 
demands. 

Why Switzerland?

• The UK has signed a trade agreement with Switzerland.

• Switzerland is the UK’s eighth largest export market and one of the UK’s closest trading partners.

• With a flight time of under two hours and a wide choice of daily flights, it is an easily serviceable market. 

• With Europe’s highest per capita income, the Swiss are consumers with high spending power who are 
interested in new, premium and high-quality products.

• There is particular interest in products which are organic, cheese, pet food, craft alcohol, sauces and 
condiments as well as private label (in all categories). (Note –Switzerland will recognise imports of UK 
goods marketed as organic with a certificate of inspection from a UK control body).

• English is widely spoken, and the Swiss legal and regulatory systems are similar to the UK’s. 

There is no fee to participate in this virtual Trade Development Visit.This virtual Trade Development 
Visit is limited to 10 applications. Please use this link for the online application form.

Closing Date:Closing Date:
8th January 2021

Eligibility

This virtual Trade Development Visit  is open to new and experienced exporters to this region.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/organic-certification-list-of-uk-approved-organic-control-bodies/approved-uk-organic-control-bodies
https://bicinnovation.formstack.com/forms/vtdv_canswiss_eng


Some Things to Consider

Switzerland has four national languages: German, French, Italian and Romanish. You will need to think 
about translation of your documents into one or more of Switzerland’s languages. 

Your product labelling will need to comply with Swiss law. 

Approximately 75% of the retail market in Switzerland is shared by two major retailers.

If a prospective buyer requests samples in advance of or after a meeting, you will be responsible for 
shipping the samples and all associated shipping costs. Producers will be expected to respond to requests 
for further information or samples in a timely way.

Although there is no cost to participate in this virtual Trade Development Visit, non-attendance at, or early 
departure/withdrawal from the virtual Trade Development Visit once work has started on it will mean that 
you are liable for any costs that are incurred by the Welsh Government.   

Late responses to requests for further information and non-participation in pre-booked buyer meetings is 
reputationally damaging both for the producers, but also for the Welsh food and drink sector as a whole.  

Therefore, participating producers are expected to commit to the whole process and act as “ambassadors” 
for the Welsh food and drink sector.

Key Dates

You will have one to one calls with the appointed in-market agent during week commencing 18 January 
2021. 

A market briefing will take place during week commencing 8 February 2021.

One to one meetings with pre-qualified buyers, importers and distributors will take place in late February 
and early March.

There is no fee to participate in this virtual Trade Development Visit.This virtual Trade Development 
Visit is limited to 10 applications. Please use this link for the online application form.

https://bicinnovation.formstack.com/forms/vtdv_canswiss_eng

