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• 7% of Wales land area

• 10,000 ha of NNRs

• 123,000 hectares forest

• 40% of Welsh Forests

Setting the Scene:

What do we have?



Timber & Trees: 

• 21.2 million cubic metres 
standing volume

• Conifers (84%)

• Broadleaves (16%) 

• 60% of Welsh wood processing

• 26.6MtC Stock

Setting the Scene:

What do we have?



Corporate Plan

• Reducing the risks to the natural 

resources from drought, disease and 

pests, wildfires and storm damage by 

diversifying tree species, restructuring 

woodland and other habitats, and greater 

tree thinning;

• Securing the timber producing potential;

• Protecting carbon stocks and optimising 

opportunities for sequestration;

• Building the resilience of high nature-

value sites on the land in our care;



CO2



Adapting the Land in Our Care

1. Increasing species diversity

2. Diversifying Structure

3. Creating mixed species stands

4. Increase thinning operations  

5. Adapting infrastructure

6. Forest and woodland design



Increasing species diversity 

(Shannon Index)

2006 2010 2015 2020

Shannon 

Index 1.91 1.95 2.07 2.18

Max % of 

Dominant 

species 52.58 50.90 50.16 50.65

Species 

Richness 59 59 84 84
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Increasing species diversity 

(Conifers)
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Increasing species diversity 

(Broadleaves)

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

2005-06 2010-11 2015-16 2020-21

Species (Broadleaves (ha)) Willow

Walnut

TulipTree

Sorbus

Poplar

Plane

Other broadleaves

Oak

Nothofagus

Maple

Lime

Holly

Hazel

Eucalyptus

Elm

Chestnut

Cherry

Box

Birch

Beech

Ash

Alder



Increasing species diversity
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Increasing Structural Diversity

• Greater CCF or LISS, 

• But there will be a place for 

Clearfelling systems

• Increased thinning across 

the land in our Care



Increasing Structural Diversity



Wildfire

Natural Environment 

and Assets Technical 

Chapter, risk N6 



Wind and Pests

Extreme events create 

conditions for increases in 

pests and disease 



Are we there yet?

Discuss!
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