EXERCISE: Patents

Are patents right for your business?  Patents protect inventions, e.g. new products or processes. List any inventions your business has made or is developing, and consider whether patent protection might be relevant.  
You can find help at http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-about.htm.
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Is your invention still confidential?  Have you kept your idea secret? Are suitable non-disclosure agreements in place with third parties e.g. suppliers or external consultants?  Remember to mark any relevant documents as “Confidential” and to keep copies of all signed agreements in a safe place.  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is your invention new? Have you done some research to find out what’s already out there?  A good place to start is http://worldwide.espacenet.com/. Keep a record of all your searches and the results.  ___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you own what you think you own?  For example, an invention by a staff member, such as a product designer or engineer, who is “employed to invent”, probably belongs to the employer.  However, an invention created by a subcontractor may belong to that individual unless there are appropriate written agreements in place.  Make sure you check. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you already have patents?  Make sure you keep track of all the patents or patent applications you own, the renewal dates, status etc. Check that you have updated the relevant authorities with any changes of address.
 ___________________________________________________________________________
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