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Participants: 

Jason Thomas       WG Sean Taylor UK TIC Rep 

Rob Holt       WG Dave Chapman UK Hospitality C 

Claire Chappell WG Paula Ellis SW Forum Chair 

Steffan Roberts WG Ian Edwards VB Board rep 

Claire Carew WG Steve Hughson MW Forum Chair 

Tara Croxton WG Philippa George SE Forum Chair 

Rhidian Morgan WG Michael Bewick North Forum Chair 

Jo Starkey WG Anthony Rosser UK Hospitality C 

David Stephens        WG Andrew Campbell WTA 

  Adrian Greason-
Walker 

WTA 

 

Version: Final 

Main points of the Meeting 

 

1. Welcome  
 

Jason Thomas welcomes all and discusses the discretion element of the meeting 

due to the sensitive issues of the conversation.  First Minister (FM) has asked to 

check the overall level of preparedness for next week with the working assumption 

that the businesses are well prepared and briefed.  JT discusses what is expected to 

be announced on Friday; indoor vs outdoor hospitality and moving to alert level 2 of 

the control plan.  He continues by saying how the Ministers have listened to the 

feedback of a consistent approach indoors by announcing the rule of 6.   

 

JT continues by discussing potential options for events at future alert levels, with test 

events currently underway within the control plan.  Wider work currently undergoing 

on social distancing which is feeding into the review, working very closely with UK 

Government (UKG).   

 

Steffan Roberts discusses that the further £200m funding package is still being 

discussed with Ministers and hasn’t been signed off yet. 

 

1. Comments by the Stakeholders 

 

- Members thanks the officials for re-convening the meeting and congratulate 

the re-elected Members of Senedd. 

- Event Wales meeting took place last week with views on numbers per the 

Scottish model or capacity per the English model.  

- Definition of events highlighted, need clarity on this issue.   

 

JT said there are still active discussions this week around weddings and the FM will 

likely mention this sector on Friday.  Understand the importance of the social 

distancing discussion and Welsh Government (WG) are plugged in to that on UK 

level. 

 

- Discussion on live events overtaking test events and members ask what are 

the purpose of the current set of test events?  What is the next round of test 
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events going to look like, need to be more progressive on the next phase with 

dates and how that leads into the UKG 21st June announcement.  

 

Officials discuss that the majority of all test events exceed the threshold at the 

moment except for business event as Tafwyl and Eid-al-Fitr are taking place on the 

weekend.  Last test event is on the 12th of June, which is an outdoor spectator event 

for a triathlon, which will be a useful exercise on how to manage working in practice 

and testing the guidance.  These exercises have lifted many issues around how to 

sustain authorisations for events on what level going forward which is a massive 

debate. 

 

- Discussion on spas and leisure facilities – which were confirmed to be already 

open since the 3rd May. 

- Issues around weddings with bookings moving to England due to the 

uncertainty in Wales.  Wedding are in a really serious position. 

- Members are grateful for the news on the 6 dinging indoors which will be 

beneficial and a game changer.   

 

Members requested further information on the new cabinet, consistently asking for a 

tourism Minister as a way to put the industry views across.  JT confirms the position 

on FM, Cabinet and Ministerial appointments, which are likely to be made at the end 

of the week.  JT stresses that it is the FM that appoints his Cabinet, not officials, so 

there is little value in using the meeting time to make representations to officials. 

 

- Labour shortage in the industry is critical and will surface in the coming days.  

Recruitment is going to be very challenging and is echoed by members. 

 

Official mentions a commitment in the Labour manifesto to ensure everyone below 

the age of 25 is in training or education.  Eluned Morgan MS has pointed out this 

week, hospitality and tourism sector is a massive space to bring employment.  

Official discusses that there is a second Cabinet meeting tomorrow after a long 

discussion on weddings and events and the FM will give clarity on Friday.  Still 

concern around weddings in terms of mixing and nature of the event with alcohol.  

 

- In England celebratory events fall under weddings – is this going to be the 

same in Wales due to the alignment? 

- The Celtic Manor resort are holding a test event for 100 people on the 20th 

May.  Ian Edwards explains the issue of the test events with the additional 30 

observers.  With 2m social distancing, it takes 2/3 of the Caernarfon Suite and 

it’s not possible to fit in the observers, even in the breakout rooms which 

shows the amount of space is taken with social distancing. 

 

Rob Holt discusses how they will use the next three weeks to decide if there is a 

need to do more test events or if WG are happy with the guidance further to 

discussions with Local Authorities (LA).  RH mentions how the results from English 

campaigns will feed into that from events such as FA Cup Final and Brit Awards.  
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Life events such as bar mitzvah, baptism etc are covered on others in terms of 

events which fall into the same category as wedding receptions.   

 

- Members discuss conversation with hotels, hospitality and attractions which 

shows high level of preparedness, keen to get on with the next step.  

- Issue that will come up on the North Wales regional forum this week is the 

communication (comms) and complexity in the situation on reinforcing the 

remaining rules in place and how this will be a challenge for the coming 

months. 

- Emphasis on how to use the recovery plan to link back to the strategic plan. 

- Members discuss that this is an exciting time, with preparedness excellent 

across the board.  Will be some minority and if possible to concentrate on the 

good practice, industry was slayed by the media on the behavioural review 

last time.  Some will not be ready, try and manage that by concentrating on 

the good practice as a way of motivating the industry.   

- This is a just-in-time moment, and next few weeks are fundamentally critical to 

many businesses.  There is opportunity to go below 2m in the regulations with 

mitigations in place for specific purpose of economic survival.  Plead to make 

sure this is communicated.  Councils are recruiting more Enforcement 

Officers, importance of a commonality approach of understanding what they 

can and can’t do as this is now a chance to have a great summer. 

 

Officials discuss that the position is exactly the same as last year, case of having 

mitigations in place to go below 2m.  The press will run articles on bad practice, Visit 

Wales (VW) will reinforce good practice in all our briefings.  Need to encourage the 

sector to adhere and comply to the rules with TTP and get the message across. 

 

Claire Chappell discusses that VW have had great coverage on the Addo campaign, 

positive behavioural comms, PR and more TV advertising going out from the 17th 

May.  Concerns from the industry and LA on issues such as fly camping and 

alarming incidents around marquees and large chains not taking TTP.  Want to ask 

the industry to help share all the assets as there is a huge range of free material 

available.   

 

JT summarises and confirms nothing is formal until Friday’s press conference.  

Positive outlook on all of this; case rates have fallen, prevalence is low and gives 

Ministers the opportunity to ease things as the working goal is to restore freedoms.  

 

Ffion Evans-Humphreys 

14 May 2021 


