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Allied Aerosystems was founded in 1998 in order to test 
and calibrate engineered products used primarily within 
the aerospace sector. With Welsh Government support, 
backed by EU funding, the Treforest-based company has 
been able to strategically invest in new machinery which 
has allowed it to penetrate new markets, open a new 
premises in Taff’s Well, and grow its workforce.

Welsh Government support has 
allowed Allied Aerosystems to 
invest in an Electromechanical 
60 metric tonne mechanical 
testing system. The versatility of 
the machinery allows for a variety 
of different tests to be carried 
out. These tests can be done on 
various different materials, and is 
commonly used for testing high-
strength metals and alloys, 
aerospace and automotive 
structures, and other engineered 
products. 

The rig itself weighs only 
3 tonnes, but is capable of 
applying 60 tonnes of pressure, 
so that objects can be tested to 
the limits of their capabilties. To 
illustrate this more effectively, 60 
tonnes is equivalent to the weight 
of three double decker buses, or 
two full train carriages.  

The rig also provides the 
capability of testing and 
calibrating more complex 
materials, which are becoming 
more prevalent in the sector.

The management at Allied 
Aerosystems has wished to invest 
in the 60 tonne test rig for some 
time, but felt that the move was 
too risky due to the necessary 
financial outlay. However, with 
Welsh Government support they 

were able to strategically invest in 
the rig, shouldering less risk than 
if they’d invested in it alone.

The investment has allowed the 
company to ‘future-proof’ itself 
as the rig’s capabilities mean that 
an upgrade will not be required 
for many years. 

The investment has also allowed 
Allied Aerosystems to complete 
all of its operations at its Taff’s 
Well factory rather than using 
expensive sub-contractors; a 
move which has increased the 
company’s profit generation 
potential. 

The purchase of the new rig 
necessitated the acquisition of a 
larger premises, as Allied 
Aerosystems’ Treforest residence 
was not large enough to house it; 
the new premises at Taff’s Well 
was therefore secured for the 
new equipment.

The new rig has allowed the 
company the necessary 

equipment to expand into new 
markets – notably the test sector. 
Additionally, since the investment, 
Allied Aerosystems has been able 
to grow its workforce, having 
employed two full time 
employees in that time. 

Phillip Ashurst, Managing 
Director at Allied Aerosystems, 
said: “Without Welsh 
Government support, we couldn’t 
have invested in this new 
equipment which has allowed us 
to expand our operations 
considerably. With this new test 
rig, we can do the job better than 
anywhere else in Wales at this 
moment in time, which is 
naturally a huge advantage.”

To find out more about funding and 
support from the Welsh Government:

Email: businesssupport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Web: business.wales.gov.uk

Tel: 03000 6 03000
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