Case Study
Dyfi Biosphere
Dyfi Biosphere Education Group (DBEG) 2018
Ceredigion’s Local Action Group (LAG) Cynnal y Cardi, which is administered by Ceredigion County
Council, is leading on the cooperation development project which is working in collaboration with
the neighbouring LAGs of Powys (Arwain) and Gwynedd (Arloesi Gwynedd Wledig).

Ysgol Bro Hyddgen
Ysgol Bro Hyddgen, located in Machynlleth are taking a very positive approach to the new
curriculum, experimenting with thematic learning in Key Stage 3. An opportunity to work with
other partners including Careers Wales came about to organise a joint event with Year 9 on the
18 July 2018. The event was an opportunity to talk about careers in the context of the Dyfi
Biosphere and was held in the school hall with about 40 pupils from year 9. .

Dyfi Biosphere Cooperation Project

Format of the event
1. Introduction to whole group by Jo Munton, Creative
Arts consultant: why a career matters, the freedom we
have to invent a career.
2. Parallel workshops, 20 mins each (so one hour total):
- Spike the Blacksmith – all about her business
- Jo Munton – looking at self-employment
- Jane Powell – future of food and farming
3. Plenary session: including asking the pupils to put
on post-it notes what they did and didn’t like about the
Biosphere.

Year 9 comments: what’s good and bad about where we live?
Good points
"There’s a lot that appeals to me like bugs"

Bad points
"Not a lot of opportunities"

"It appeals to me cuz of the friends I’ve got"
"I learnt that I can succeed in my dreams if I try hard
enough (+ if you want something, steal it)"
"Good Chinese"

"Neighbours, people"

"It learnt that it’s good to start careers"
"I love to be a youtuber"

"Good kebab"

"The nature and that my friends are around me"
"It’s alright"

"It’s a good community "

"People are kind"
"It’s cool"

"It’s nice"

"There’s a lot of green"

"I learned that you can be whatever you want to be"

"Not many job opportunities unless you are going
self-employed"
"No chances when living here"
"Most people in wales are self-employed so if they
want to start something they have to get it"
"Too quiet"
"Lots of cars (negative)"

"School"

"Negative people"
"Very Hills [?] hilly ??"

"Not much variety"

Case Study
Dyfi Biosphere
Dyfi Biosphere Education Group (DBEG) 2018
Conclusions
Only one or two pupils had heard of the
Biosphere, having a visual aid in the form of
the photo tiles of the Dyfi Biosphere was
important and this activity could be
developed further.
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The pupils responded well to the event and
seemed to particularly enjoy discussion of
the Biosphere area in concrete terms,
sharing their knowledge of businesses and
people, and thinking of their own futures.
There was not much awareness of food businesses, e.g.
only two had heard of Cletwr Cafe, none knew anything
about IBERS. Some of them engaged with the topic
well, especially Brexit implications. Several had
unexpected knowledge and interest in the area, e.g.
one child whose parents own a tourism business, and
another who knew about wheat being grown for bread
at the university. They were very keen to share their
knowledge.

In response to what they would do if they were given £30k to invest in their future. There was a
variety of responses including training guide dogs, open a dog sanctuary, train to be a vet, train to
be a therapist, invest in tractor equipment for hire, work with women affected by domestic abuse.
About 80% of pupils said they wanted to leave the area when they grew up, but several from a
farming background wanted to stay.
For future activity more pen portraits of businesses and one to one meetings with individuals
could be used. It might be better to take one theme at a time, with a single class, in order to go
deeper and help them make the connections with their school subjects.
Comparisons with other Biospheres could also be used in
future to help make the point that different geographic units
respond to the challenges of sustainable development in
different ways, and to question things that otherwise we take
for granted.
This engagement work has laid some foundations for future
working with the school and Careers Wales.

“I found the young people to
be not only willing to engage
with the session, but inspiring
in their vision for a vibrant
future for the area.”
Jo Munton,
Creative Arts consultant

